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WELCOME
You are about to embark on one of the world’s greatest rail 
adventures, a transcontinental journey through the heart of 
Australia.

You are following the paths laid down by ancient Indigenous 
tribes, cameleer convoys and the bravest early explorers. What 
fascinated them then will captivate you now. For a land more 
than 150 million years old, time has left no dent in its beauty. 

Your journey is coloured by the rich green hues of the Northern 
Territory tropics, the renowned ochre landscapes of Central 
Australia, and canola gold and open blue skies of South 
Australia’s valleys and vineyards.

Along the way, you will visit incredible Australian destinations. 
As the train pulls in to key stops, select from the range of Off 
Train Experiences offering exciting opportunities to explore 
these unique outback posts. Everything is organised for you so 
all you need to do is pack your camera and sense of exploration 
to discover these great Australian locations. 

And sometimes, you simply need the chance to stop and enjoy 
the moment. Our Outback Experiences give you a special 
opportunity to step off the train and experience some of the 
most remote inland areas of the country.

On an expedition of this size, the way you arrive is an adventure 
in its own right. By travelling aboard The Ghan, you are riding 
the same tracks that since 1929 have accommodated pioneers, 
writers, buffalo hunters, migrants, soldiers, jackaroos and royalty.

Onboard, immerse yourself in the ever-changing views outside 
your window as you travel through some of the most beautiful 
and inaccessible landscapes in the world. Take advantage 
of our restaurant-quality dining and unwind in the Outback 
Explorer lounge where our all-inclusive travel means you can 
enjoy complimentary beverages with new and old friends.

This is your adventure and one that is best shared. Share the 
moments with people you meet along the way and share the 
memories you make with your closest companions.

Our Journey Beyond team takes great pride in delivering 
exceptional service. If you have any queries during your journey 
with us, please don’t hesitate to ask one of our friendly crew 
members onboard.
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IN THE 1800S, THE NEWLY-SETTLED SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
COLONY BEGAN TO PUSH NORTHWARD TO EXPLORE THE 
HARSH INLAND OF AUSTRALIA. CAMELS WERE BROUGHT 
TO AUSTRALIA TO CARRY EXPLORERS ON THEIR OFTEN 
DANGEROUS TREKS THROUGH THE COUNTRY’S HEARTLAND.

Unlike horses, camels were perfectly suited to navigating these harsh, dry 
environments, as they required little water and were able to carry heavy loads. 

Along with these desert creatures came their handlers – cameleers who 
largely migrated from an area now known as Pakistan.

But according to outback lore, these men were believed to come from the 
mysterious outpost of Afghanistan and were considered Afghans – ’Ghans.

Legend has it somewhere along the track on the inaugural journey of the 
Adelaide to Alice Springs train in August 1929, the train was named after 
these cameleers, inspiring both a lasting name and identity – The Ghan. 

A NAME, A SYMBOL  
AND A LASTING LEGACY
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HISTORY OF THE GHAN

1839

The first cameleers arrive in South 
Australia. ‘Harry’ was the sole surviving 
camel from a group of six that made the 
voyage from Tenerife in north-west Africa 
to Port Adelaide. In 1846, Harry carried 
supplies for explorer John Horrocks on an 
expedition around Lake Torrens. However, 
the trip took a tragic turn when Harry 
unexpectedly lurched while Horrocks 
was loading his gun. The gun accidentally 
discharged and ultimately took  
the explorer’s life.

1860S

No other camels were imported until 
the 1860s when they soon arrived in 
their thousands as the value of opening 
up central Australia was realised. Right 
through until the early 1900s, cameleers 
made a significant contribution to the 
economy transporting goods, mail, water, 
tools and equipment to remote towns, 
and assisted the development of major 
infrastructure projects including the 
Overland Telegraph and the construction of 
the rail lines.

1877

Construction of a new Port Augusta to  
Alice Springs railway line begins.

Workers build the track up to Oodnadatta 
(665 kilometres from Port Augusta). This 
remained the northernmost point of the 
track until the line was completed  
38 years later.

1911  

The Commonwealth commits to 
construction of an Adelaide to Darwin rail 
line to connect the almost 3000 kilometres 
between southern and northern Australia.

1929  

On August 4, an excited crowd gathers at 
the Adelaide Railway Station to farewell The 
Ghan for the first time. It carries more than 
100 passengers and supplies bound for the 
remote town of Stuart, later to be called 
Alice Springs. Two days later, the historic 
journey was complete.

EARLY 1940S 

The Ghan line is used to transport 
servicemen for training and deployment 
during World War II.

The year 1944 was the busiest time in 
history for the railway with up to 247 trains 
running per week.
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2004  

The original vision for a Ghan rail line 
stretching the length of Australia is 
realised, when the track from Alice Springs 
to Darwin is completed. The inaugural 
Adelaide-Darwin crossing departs Adelaide 
on February 1 with 43 carriages stretching 
more than one kilometre.

2014  

The Ghan celebrates its 10-year 
anniversary of the Alice Springs to Darwin 
line by inviting special guests aboard the 
train including Australian musician James 
Reyne and former Deputy Prime Minister 
Tim Fischer. Among the celebrations is a 
concert and fireworks display at Pimba in 
South Australia.

2015

On 23 May 2015 The Ghan Expedition 
journey departs Darwin on the first four 
day/three night journey of its kind, allowing 
guests to visit Uluru and Coober Pedy 
without leaving their Ghan trip.

1960S – 1970S 

Through the transportation of crucial 
supplies, The Ghan railway plays an 
important role helping grow major 
industries across the interior and in Adelaide 
and Darwin, such as mining, transport and 
agriculture. 

1980  

The track we use today replaces the ‘Old 
Ghan’ railway that travelled via Quorn 
and across some of the most flood-prone 
regions of central Australia.

The Pichi Richi Railway still operates a 
tourist train called The Afghan Express on 
the original path of the Old Ghan.

2001  

Ninety years since the promise of the 
transcontinental rail to link Adelaide, Alice 
Springs and Darwin, work begins to fill the 
1420 kilometre gap from Alice to Darwin.
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THE PEOPLE OF THE GHAN

THE LEGEND OF THE GHAN IS ULTIMATELY A STORY 
ABOUT PEOPLE - A ROMANTIC TALE ABOUT PIONEERING 
CONQUESTS, RESILIENCE, DETERMINATION AND A BOLD 
VISION FOR AN EPIC TRANSCONTINENTAL CROSSING. 

MEET SOME OF THE MANY CHARACTERS WHO’VE BEEN PART 
OF THIS INCREDIBLE JOURNEY. 

THE CAMELEER

Often forced to leave their families 
behind in pursuit of desperately-
needed work overseas, the migrant 
cameleers of the 1840s had skills 
that were in growing demand in 
this faraway land.

From all parts of the Middle 
East they arrived but were often 
referred to generally as Afghanis 
or ’Ghans . 

Leading their ships of the desert 
ferrying supplies through this 
hostile foreign place, these 
pioneering souls made an 
enormous contribution to the 
colonies’ emerging economies.

Their efforts were instrumental 
in the construction of the Port 
Augusta to Alice Springs rail track, 
carrying food and equipment first 
to the surveyors and builders, 
and later to the settlements that 
began to appear along the line. 

Their hardy camels were ideally 
suited to thrive in the outback. 
Their broad, leathery foot pads 
protected them from the searing, 
uneven ground and stopped 
them sinking into the sand with 
the enormous weights they 
carried. Their ability to go without 
water for long periods though 
was obviously one of the major 
attributes that made them so 
valuable in the desert. 
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THE ADVENTURER

One of the earliest ‘reviews’ of 
travelling on The Ghan was penned 
by Charles Mountford in 1938. 

On a State Government expedition 
into the Simpson Desert to search 
for the remains of explorer Ludwig 
Leichhardt, who had gone missing 
90 years earlier, Mountford 
travelled on The Ghan from 
Adelaide. 

One quirky passage from his 
musings went: “The train is 
always a ‘mixed’, that is, it conveys 
anything that requires transport 
into the Centre – passengers, 
goods, livestock, motor cars and 
on one occasion, a family of four 
hens and a rooster. At one station, 
these escaped and everyone on the 
train, even dignified and serious-
minded professors, assisted to 
capture the cackling old hens.” 

 

THE INNOVATOR

While The Ghan was a lifeline for 
the remote towns and settlements 
along its expansive route, 
sometimes it was the reverse 
when the locals lent a helping hand. 
In the mid-1950s when the first 
diesel trains were being trialled 
to replace steam engines, the 
‘new’ Ghan arrived at Finke in 
October 1954 and was stranded 
with electrical trouble and a blown 
gasket. The local postmaster Mr 
WRS Hamilton was a resourceful 
fellow though and he produced the 
tongue of an old shoe to repair the 
gasket, and The Ghan was on its 
way again.
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THE RAILWAYMAN

It’s widely regarded as some of the 
toughest terrain with the hottest 
temperatures in the world and 
when that’s also your workplace, 
you know it’s going to be arduous. 
The Ghan relies on the amazing 
commitment of railway workers 
who brave these conditions to 
build, improve and continue to 
maintain the track.

In 2001, the first sod was turned to 
mark the most ambitious upgrade 
yet – the extension of The Ghan 
line by 1420 kilometres from Alice 
Springs to Darwin. At its peak, 
1500 people worked on the project 
and the new line was built in just 
over 30 months – five months 
ahead of schedule. 

THE GUEST

Since The Ghan’s inaugural journey 
to Darwin in 2004, more than 
500,000 travellers have embarked 
on this uniquely Australian rail 
experience. And now you are part 
of the rich history of this famous 
train. 
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YOUR JOURNEY BY NUMBERS
YOUR JOURNEY

•   3 nights and 4 days for a one-way journey spanning 2979km
•   Average train speed is 85km/h with a maximum speed of 115km/h
•   Average train length and weight is 902 metres and 1768 tonnes

YOUR AVERAGE RETURN RAIL JOURNEY INCLUDES 
APPROXIMATELY:

•  49 onboard crew
•  25 Platinum Service beds and 258 Gold Service beds
•   36 carriages, including guest carriages, crew quarters, Platinum Club, 

Queen Adelaide Restaurants, Outback Explorer Lounges and power vans
•  3 power vans, which each contain three 180kVa generators – each van 
 provides electricity for approximately 14 carriages
•  2 locomotives which cost approximately $100,000 to operate
•  $70,000 in fees to access and use the rail tracks
•  $40,000 in maintenance and servicing costs
•  40,000 litres of diesel
•  3000 litres of water for each carriage
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OUTBACK EXPLORER LOUNGES
The Outback Explorer Lounge is the social hub of the train 
where we encourage you to mingle with fellow travellers. It 
won’t take long for you to strike up a conversation. There’s 
something about travelling on The Ghan that creates a 
wonderful camaraderie amongst guests.

Relax in the comfortable lounges while you soak in the 
amazing views passing by. Enjoy the all-inclusive range of 
beers, Australian wines, soft drinks and standard spirits 
as you meet friends, old and new. The lounges are open 
from breakfast to late evening daily, and our Hospitality 
Attendants will be available to assist with barista-style 
coffee and information about the regions you are passing 
through. The cupboards at the end of each carriage are 
stocked with games, magazines and books. Please feel free  
to borrow these at your leisure. 
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JOHN MCDOUALL STUART

SIR AUGUSTUS CHARLES 
GREGORY 

CHARLES NAPIER STURT

ERNEST GILES

WILLIAM GOSSE

ROBERT O’HARA BURKE

EDWARD JOHN EYRE

WILLIAM JOHN WILLS

LEN BEADELL SIR JOHN FORREST

CELEBRATING 
THE PAST 

OUR OUTBACK  
EXPLORER LOUNGES ARE 
NAMED AFTER HEROIC 
PIONEERS WHO EXPLORED 
AUSTRALIA’S VAST 
INTERIOR. 
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STUART

John McDouall Stuart (1815-1866) 
embarked on several death-defying 
attempts to cross Australia south to 
north before finally succeeding in 1862. 

STURT 

Charles Napier Sturt (1795-1869) 
survived extreme hardship to trace 
the course of the Macquarie River 
in New South Wales. His third major 
expedition was a quest to find 
Australia’s great ‘inland sea’, which 
he and many others learned did not 
exist. 

GOSSE 

William Gosse (1842-1881) gave Uluru 
its European name, Ayers Rock, 
during an expedition that covered 
155,000 square kilometres (60,000 
square miles) of unknown country – 
an expanse almost four times the size 
of Switzerland. 

EYRE 

Edward John Eyre (1815-1901) 
survived a murderous mutiny to 
complete an incredible expedition 
from Adelaide across the unforgiving 
Nullarbor Plain to Albany in Western 
Australia. He also undertook an 
unsuccessful attempt to reach the 
centre of Australia. 

GREGORYS

Sir Augustus Charles Gregory (1819-
1905) explored Western Australia, 
Queensland, South Australia and the 
Northern Territory, while his younger 
brother Francis Thomas Gregory 
(1821-1888) discovered fertile grazing 
land and the makings of what became 
a thriving pearl industry on the north-
west coast of WA. 

GILES

Ernest Giles (1835- 1897) led a series 
of expeditions in central Australia, 
naming the Gibson Desert, the Great 
Victorian Desert and The Olgas. He 
was the first European to see Uluru.

BURKE & WILLS

Perhaps the most famous of 
Australian explorers, Robert O’Hara 
Burke (1821-1861) and William John 
Wills (1834-1861) led a south-north 
expedition from Cooper Creek 
(Northern Territory) to the Gulf 
of Carpentaria in the Top End. 
Reaching Cooper Creek on their 
return, they found it deserted – the 
men waiting for them had given up 
and had departed a mere nine hours 
earlier. Both died of starvation. 

BEADELL

Often regarded the ‘last true 
Australian explorer’, Len Beadell 
(1923-1995) was responsible for 
opening up the final frontiers of 
central Australia between 1947 
and 1963. Beadell established the 
site of the Woomera Rocket Range 
485km north of Adelaide as well 
as a network of outback roads, 
including the Gunbarrel Highway 
that connects Victory Downs in 
the Northern Territory to Carnegie 
Station in Western Australia. 

FORREST

Sir John Forrest (1847-1918) won 
fame as an explorer by leading 
three expeditions into the interior of 
Western Australia in the late 1800s, 
including a successful mission to 
survey a land route along the Great 
Australian Bight. He was appointed 
Western Australia’s first Premier in 
1890. 
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QUEEN ADELAIDE RESTAURANT
The style and ambience of the art deco Queen Adelaide Restaurant 
salutes the golden era and romance of rail travel.

When your menu can offer Top End barramundi, locally-produced beef 
and lamb, Margaret River cheeses, Barossa Valley smallgoods and 
native Australian fare including kangaroo,  saltbush and wild rosella 
flower, it’s hard to imagine you could be thousands of kilometres  from 
the nearest hatted restaurant.

The Queen Adelaide Restaurant is named after the monarch who 
was the consort of King William IV in 1836 when South Australia 
was settled. The new Governor, Captain John Hindmarsh, requested 
permission to name the new capital city after King William but the 
King suggested it be named after the Queen.



19

MEAL BOOKINGS

In the Queen Adelaide Restaurant, 
you are invited to enjoy breakfast at 
your leisure (subject to arrival times 
into key destinations). For lunch and 
dinner, please book your preferred 
dining time with your Restaurant 
Manager. 
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YOUR CABIN
LINEN 

Your cabin is serviced regularly and towels are refreshed daily as 
required. If you would like any additional linen or pillows, please 
notify your Hospitality Attendant. 

MUSIC CHANNELS & JOURNEY COMMENTARY

Most cabins have access to six main channels. 

Channels 1-4 feature a variety of music channels while Channels 5-6 
feature journey information and commentary. 

Channel 1: Easy Listening 
Channel 2: Classic Cruise 
Channel 3: Classical - instrumental 
Channel 4: Jazz and Blues
Channel 5: Radio Ghan (journey information) 
Channel 6: Journey Commentary 

OFF TRAIN EXCURSIONS 

Please be aware some Off Train Excursions will be in locations where 
low or high temperatures may be experienced. Bringing a hat, water, 
sunscreen and insect repellent is recommended for hot or humid 
environments, while an extra layer of clothing is recommended for 
evening stops and during cooler months. We recommend wearing 
enclosed shoes for all Off Train Excursions. Please refer to the 
seasonal weather guide on page 28 for more details. 

BATHROOM AMENITIES 

Please enjoy your exclusive bathroom essentials from Appelles 
Apothecary. All products are designed in Australia and use the finest 
essential oils and natural ingredients from renewable sources. If at 
any time you need refreshed amenities, your Hospitality Attendant 
is happy to assist.

OTHER AMENITIES 

We understand things can be left behind when packing for your 
journey. We have a range of complimentary amenities including 
hairdryer, toothbrush, shaving kit, shoe shine and ear plugs.  
If required, please ask your Hospitality Attendant.

HOUSEKEEPING SERVICE 

If you require your room to be serviced, please hang your ‘Please 
make up my room’ card on your door prior to leaving your cabin. 
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TURN-DOWN SERVICE 

Your Hospitality Attendant will convert 
your day lounge into your bed while you are 
having your evening meal. 

Ladders are used to access the upper bunk 
in Gold Service Twin cabins. For the safety 
of those guests sleeping in the upper bunk, 
we request you set the railing into an 
upright position. The railing can be folded 
up once you are settled. 

Your Hospitality Attendant will convert your 
bed back to a lounge in the morning while 
you are enjoying your breakfast. Please 
advise your Hospitality Attendant if you 
wish to have your bed turned down at any 
stage of your journey. 

CREW ASSISTANCE 

Please press the ‘Call’ button in your cabin 
for assistance from one of our Hospitality 
Attendants. We attend to all calls as soon as 
possible, but please note, due to the reduced 
crew during night hours, attendance may 
take slightly longer. 

MAINTENANCE

Please report any maintenance issues to 
your Hospitality Attendant.

POWER OUTLETS 

Three-pin 240/110 volt AC powerpoints are 
available in your cabin and the Outback 
Explorer Lounge. International adaptors are 
available upon request.

PHONE AND INTERNET COVERAGE

You will be travelling to some of the most 
remote and isolated locations in Australia, 
where 3G and 4G coverage services are 
intermittent. While you will generally receive 
coverage at least once a day, we encourage 
guests to unplug from their devices, relax 
and fully experience the historic charm of 
rail travel.

SECURING VALUABLES 

Please note cabin doors do not feature 
external locks in Gold Twin or Single cabins. 
Safes are available in Gold Twin cabins. 

To program your safe in your Gold Twin cabin: 
1.   Door must be open and locking bars 

retracted into the door in the unlocked 
position. 

2.  Press ENTER. The word CODE will show 
in display. 

3.  Type in a new USER CODE (1-4 digits). 
4. Press ENTER. 
5.  Place items inside, close the door 

and press CLOSE. The door will lock 
automatically and your new USER CODE 
will be active. 

To open your safe: 
1.  Press ENTER. 
2. Type in your USER CODE. 
3.  Press ENTER. The door will open. If an 

incorrect code is entered three times 
consecutively, the keypad will become 
inactive and you will be unable to open the 
safe for five minutes. This is an in-built 
safety mechanism. After five minutes,  
the correct user code can be entered. 

TEA & COFFEE 

Convenience cabins are located at the end 
of your carriage and feature tea and coffee 
facilities that are available at all times for 
guests to enjoy whenever they choose.

TOILETS 

All Gold Single carriages and the majority of 
Gold Twin carriages feature a toilet at the 
end of the carriage for communal use. 
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SLEEPING ON TRAIN

To assist with getting a good night’s rest, 
all of our beds feature luxe linen, feather 
quilts and top-quality mattresses. The 
train’s gentle rhythm should soon have you 
dreaming. But for lighter sleepers who may 
need more assistance, earplugs are available 
on request from your Hospitality Attendant.

WAKE-UP CALLS 

Your Hospitality Attendant will offer you an 
optional early morning wake-up call with 
your choice of tea or coffee. Your Attendant 
will advise times of daily wake-up calls 
relevant to the day’s activities. 

WATER USE 

Journey Beyond encourages you to use 
water wisely. The train replenishes its 
water supply at selected locations along 
your journey and responsible water usage is 
recommended for the fixed supply. 

KILOMETRE MARKERS 

You will notice kilometre markers appearing 
at varying intervals on your journey. These 
markers were originally used by drivers 
to identify the train’s location along the 
track. Your Train Manager may point out 
significant markers along the way.

WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS 

During your journey, you will see a wide 
range of Australian flora and fauna from 
your window. Your best opportunity to see 
native animals is early morning and dusk 
when they are most active.
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WELLBEING ONBOARD
AUTOMATIC DOOR USE 

Please ensure you press the green automatic door button before 
passing through the Queen Adelaide Restaurant and Outback 
Explorer carriages. When the doors are automatically opened, 
enough time is allowed for one person at a time to walk through 
before the doors close. 

DISEMBARKING THE TRAIN 

When stepping from the train onto a platform, please mind the gap 
and make sure to seek  crew assistance when necessary. 

At some points in your journey, disembarkation may occur in locations 
where there is not a permanent platform. As some of these departure 
points may have uneven or sloped surfaces, we strongly encourage 
you to use the handrails on the stairs provided and follow crew 
instruction to ensure you disembark the train safely. 

EMERGENCY AND EVACUATION PROCEDURES 

Your Hospitality Attendant will point out where your in-cabin safety 
information is located during your initial orientation. Please take the 
time to read this information to familiarise yourself with our emergency 
procedures, including the location of exits and fire extinguishers. Every 
cabin has an emergency evacuation sign that shows your nearest exit 
and the location of fire extinguishers. If you have any queries about 
safety, please notify a crew member immediately. 

FITNESS FOR TRAVEL

Our team is here to make your journey as comfortable and memorable 
as possible, however we are unable to meet the needs of guests 
requiring regular medical attention, or to act as carers. Please read 
our Fitness for Travel Policy for full details. When choosing Off Train 
Excursions we encourage guests to consider their level of fitness. 
Some excursions may require a high level of fitness and mobility.

MEDICAL AND MOBILITY ASSISTANCE 

All of The Ghan crew are trained in First Aid. A First Aid kit is stored 
onboard. All services have an on-train wheelchair available for use if 
required. 

SMOKING ONBOARD 

Please note smoking is strictly prohibited onboard the train, including 
in between the carriages and in the toilets. 

TRAIN MOVEMENT 

On occasions, the train may experience sudden movements. Please 
be aware of this and ensure you take a steady pace as you make your 
way through corridors and doorways.
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CONNECT WITH US

THE GREAT SOUTHERN RAIL TEAM WOULD LIKE TO 
HEAR FROM YOU. WHETHER YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
PROVIDE FEEDBACK, SHARE TRAVEL STORIES OR 
SIMPLY KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE LATEST NEWS, 
THERE ARE A NUMBER OF WAYS YOU CAN STAY 
CONNECTED WITH US. 

TRAIN TREKKERS

As a valued guest, we’d like to invite you to join the Train Trekkers 
Club, exclusive to those who have travelled. You will receive special 
event invitations, discount offers and membership is free. To join, 
please request a Trekkers Club sign up form from your Hospitality 
Attendant or Restaurant Manager.

FACEBOOK 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GREATSOUTHERNRAIL 

Follow Great Southern Rail’s Facebook page to share your holiday 
photos, stay up-to-date with the latest travel deals and let us 
know what you ‘like’. 

TWITTER 
@GREATSTHNRAIL

Join the Twitter conversation by tagging us in your tweets -  
@GreatSthnRail. 

INSTAGRAM 
@GREATSTHNRAIL 

Share your favourite holiday memories by tagging your photos 
with @GreatSthnRail. Be a part of our travelling community by 
using the hashtag #TheGhan and #JourneyBeyond and share the 
photos of your adventure aboard The Ghan. 

FEEDBACK FORM 

Please take the time to fill in your feedback form, available in your 
cabin. Your feedback is directed to our Guest Services team who 
review all comments for further journey improvements. 
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CLIMATE

Your journey is the ultimate showcase of the diversity of the Great Southern Land – as you 
travel from the tropical Top End, through Australia’s ancient heartland, you will encounter a 
range of conditions and climates. 

Our seasonal weather guides provide the average temperatures for all key locations – 
providing a great resource on what to wear to make your journey and Off Train Experiences 
as comfortable as possible. 
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OFF TRAIN  
EXPERIENCES
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Australia celebrates a romantic connection 
to the outback, and you’ll experience a 
snapshot of the true outback way of life on 
a huge cattle station.

You’ll hear rollicking stories, see horse 
and dog demonstrations, and enjoy live 
music, letting you in on the lives of the 
unique and dedicated people who call 
this diverse, unforgiving and captivating 
environment home.

DARWIN

PERTH ADELAIDE

BRISBANE

HOBART

CANBERRA

SYDNEY

MELBOURNE

KATHERINE

KATHERINE
It is known as the place where the outback 
meets the tropics.

Flanked by the river that bears its name, 
Katherine is the fourth-largest settlement 
in the Northern Territory.

The pristine wilderness has a stirring, 
powerful quality that leaves a lasting 
impression with all who see it and 
experience it.

In a region renowned for jaw-dropping 
natural assets, Katherine boasts one of the 
Top End’s best.

The stunning Nitmiluk Gorge lies within the 
292,000 hectares of the Nitmiluk National 
Park. You’ll have the chance to explore it 
from the water with guided cruise options 
you’ll never forget.

Shaped by the elements over millennia, 
Nitmiluk is an important site to the Jawoyn 
people who will share their ancestral stories 
with you.
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There’s a tangible connection 
you’ll feel to the dramatic, ancient 
scenery unfolding around you as you 
wind your way down the Katherine 
River on a relaxing cruise.

The further you venture into the 
gorge, around each bend carved 
over centuries of geological 
upheaval and fast-running waters 
driving erosion of the living 
landscape, the views just get better 
and better.

Making this excursion even more 
memorable is the commentary 
that explains the significance of 
Nitmiluk to the indigenous Jawoyn 
people and the many stories that 
celebrate their spiritual connection 
to the gorge.

You’ll hear the characteristic shrill 
of the cicadas reverberating off 

the cliff faces as your expert guide 
navigates you through the swirling 
waters of the First and Second 
Gorges.

Keep a keen eye out for the many 
species of wildlife and unique plants 
that have adapted to this unique 
environment – your guide will point 
out what you need to look for.

A walk of approximately 500 metres 
over rocky terrain is required in 
both directions between the First 
and Second Gorges. You will require 
a reasonable level of mobility if 
you choose to participate in this 
excursion. 

NITMILUK GORGE CRUISE
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY)

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Moderate to high – approx. 2 kilometres 
of walking required. Guests need to be 
able to step on and off a boat.

APPROXIMATELY 3 HOURS MODERATE - HIGH

HAT & SUNSCREENSTURDY FOOTWEAR



32

Nitmiluk National Park offers you the 
chance to step inside a 40,000 year-old art 
gallery.

There are plenty of fascinating indigenous 
rock art sites across the Top End but few 
are as accessible or as powerful as this. 
You’ll get to combine a history lesson that 
is rich in detail, and has the added bonus of 
a physical connection to the stories you are 
being told by a local expert, with a stunning 
tour of the environment that houses the 
artwork.

As you cruise down the First Gorge of the 
Katherine River, you’ll soon be dwarfed by 
the awe-inspiring, sheer sandstone cliffs 
that steer the lively water course.

Listen to Dreamtime stories about the 
creation and significance the Gorge played 
in the lives of its traditional owners, the 
Jawoyn people. 

Enjoy a short stroll to the top of the First 
Gorge to see examples of rock art painted 
by the descendants of the Jawoyn people 
during the Ice Age. 

NITMILUK FIRST GORGE  
ROCK ART CRUISE
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY)

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Low – short walks required.  
Guests must be able to step on and 
off a boat.

APPROXIMATELY 3 HOURS

LOW HAT & SUNSCREEN
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Australia celebrates a romantic connection 
to the outback through its rich Aborginal 
history and the folkloric tales of early 
explorers and European settlers.

The rugged landscapes, unique wildlife and 
unforgiving climate only add to its mystique.

The people who live here in often remote 
isolation are a special breed with great 
strength, resilience and tenacity.

The Katherine Outback Experience lets you 
into the lives of those who call the outback 
home, with a fascinating day of discovery 
showing what it’s like to live and work on a 
huge cattle station.

You’ll hear rollicking stories, join interactive 
experiences, see cattle dog demonstrations 
and hear live music performances. 

And you’ll meet the many dedicated people 
and animals it requires to keep a station 
functioning. 

Head to the Stockyards where an 
entertaining exhibition of outback life 
includes a live demonstration of the 
art of horse-breaking and the intimate 
connection between man and horse, watch 
the Riverboyne Dog Team working cattle, 
goats or ducks into orderly submission, then 
you’ll see Bernie the Buffalo, Tin Shaker the 
Brahman Steer and Legend the Trick Horse 
in action. 

You’ll also get to sit back and relax, listening 
to live music including some well-known 
Aussie anthems and originals often 
performed from horseback. 

The Katherine Outback Experience is a 
fabulous snapshot of the true outback way 
of life. 

KATHERINE OUTBACK EXPERIENCE
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY - THIS TOUR OPERATES APRIL TO OCTOBER)

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Low – short walks required with 
a seated tour experience.

APPROXIMATELY 3 HOURS LOW HAT & SUNSCREEN + SHOPPING OPPORTUNITIES
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From the river, exploring the labyrinths 
of sandstone unique to the Top End 
is an amazing experience but to fully 
appreciate the full scope of Nitmiluk 
Gorge and all its unique formations, you 
have to take to the skies.

From above, in all its majesty, this is 
one of the Northern Territory’s most 
spectacular sights.

As you fly over all 13 gorges, you’ll venture 
deep into Nitmiluk National Park. 

The remote waterfalls and rockpools you’ll 
see along the way are simply breathtaking.

The expert commentary you’ll hear reveals 
the story of Bula, the most important figure 
in Jawoyn Dreaming stories. The legend 
has it Bula and his two wives hunted across 
this land and, in doing so, transformed the 
landscape through their actions. 

You’ll be charmed by this powerful land 
through legendary tales and the jaw-
dropping scenery that plays out before you.

Please note weight restrictions of 130kg 
per person do apply. As this excursion is 
an optional upgrade, a cost of $190.00 
per person will be payable direct to your 
Restaurant Manager. If you choose this 
excursion, you will not be able to participate 
in the included Off Train Excursions. 

NITMILUK GORGE HELICOPTER FLIGHT
(OPTIONAL UPGRADE - $200.00 PER PERSON)

LIM
ITED

AVA I L A B I L

I T
Y

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Low – must be able to climb 
aboard the helicopter.

U

LOW HAT & SUNSCREEN3 HOURS (APPROXIMATELY 20 MINUTES FLIGHT TIME)
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The Top End has many spectacular 
locations that are virtually impossible to 
reach by land with any reasonable degree 
of comfort.

Fly above the rugged terrain though and 
privileged access to a remarkable world 
awaits.

The Twin Parks scenic flight is your private 
highlight show of the best of the Top End.

After your arrival at the Royal Air Force 
Base Tindal, there’s time for a chilled glass 
of sparkling wine before boarding for your 
unforgettable flight. 

Over the next 90 minutes, you will be 
spellbound by what you’ll see flying across 
two of the world’s great National Parks, 
Kakadu and Nitmiluk. 

These wilderness areas offer a breadth 
of landscapes and environments, wildlife 
and fauna that is unrivalled. You’ll enjoy 
informative commentary from pilots who 
take you right to the hidden gems of these 
World Heritage reserves.

After your emotions settle when you hit 
terra firma again, you’ll be given a souvenir 
certificate as a permanent keepsake of your 
amazing aerial safari.

Please note weight restrictions do apply 
and vary depending on total weight of all 
passengers in the aircraft. As this excursion 
is an optional upgrade, a cost of $400.00 
per person will be payable direct to your 
Restaurant Manager. If you choose this 
excursion, you will not be able to participate 
in the included Off Train Excursions. 

TWIN PARKS FIXED WING SCENIC FLIGHT
(OPTIONAL UPGRADE - $400.00 PER PERSON)

LIM
ITED

AVA I L A B I L

I T
Y

U

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Low – must be able to climb  
aboard the aircraft.

Flights subject to weather conditions.

LOW HAT & SUNSCREEN3 HOURS (APPROXIMATELY 90 MINUTES FLIGHT TIME)
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ALICE SPRINGS
At the heart of the nation’s red centre, 1500 
kilometres from the nearest major city, 
Alice Springs is a very special place.

Framed by the majestic MacDonnell Ranges 
and the iconic rich ochre sand plains of the 
interior, ‘Alice’ is internationally recognised 
as the definitive outback town.

With its mix of ancient indigenous culture, 
a renowned pioneering spirit, its place 
in history with the tales of legendary 
explorers, the Afghan cameleers, the Royal 
Flying Doctors and the hub of the Overland 
Telegraph Line all part of the rich story of 
this thriving remote modern outpost, it is 
a fascinating place to visit and a popular 
gateway for adventures to nearby Uluru 
and Kata Tjuta.

Your time in Alice Springs offers numerous 
opportunities to experience its charms, 
historic legacy and unique environment. And 
if you’re feeling adventurous, upgrade to a 
number of additional excursions that take 
you further beyond the ‘capital out of the 
outback’.

DARWIN

PERTH ADELAIDE

BRISBANE

HOBART

CANBERRA

SYDNEY

MELBOURNE

ALICE SPRINGS

36
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ALICE SPRINGS DESERT PARK
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY)

As inspiring and diverse as it is, the 
vastness of the outback means 
many of its attractions and assets 
are not always within easy reach. 
The acclaimed Alice Springs Desert 
Park brings them together in one 
fascinating day out.

This ‘living highlight reel’ of the 
outback has more than 200 desert 
animals and 400 plants to explore 
as the basis of an enthralling 
experience that will elevate your 
understanding of life in the harsh 
desert environment.

An experienced guide will lead you 
on a tour of the Park revealing the 
culture and history of the local 
Arrernte people, the geology of the 
unique local landforms, and explain 
how the native wildlife has adapted 
to this unique world. And, when you 
step inside the Nocturnal House, 
you’ll get to peek into the night-time 
habits of the creatures that avoid 

the harsh temperatures of the day 
- including native marsupials like the 
iconic bilby and rare mala wallaby - 
as they forage.

One of the unexpected surprises 
of the open-air park is the rich 
botanical story of the desert 
explained by your guide as you stroll 
past stately river red gums, spinifex 
or vibrant seasonal wildflowers. 

As a guest travelling on The Ghan, 
you have a reserved front row seat 
waiting for you at the spectacular 
free flight bird show. And when it’s 
over, you’ll also get special backstage 
access to see the birds up close and 
watch a private training session. 

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Moderate – guided walking tour, 
approx. 2 kilometres of walking. 
Mobility scooters available on 
request from Hospitality Assistant 
when booking.

APPROXIMATELY 3 HOURS LOW - MODERATE SHOPPING OPPORTUNITY
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If you’re a first time visitor to Alice, this 
excursion has all its highlights lined up 
for you.

Join the Alice Explorer and you’ll take away 
fascinating insights about some of the most 
important markers in Australian history, 
and have a better appreciation of what it’s 
like living in the outback.

Visit the world’s largest classroom, The 
School of the Air, that educates children 
from across a massive 1.3 million square 
kilometre footprint – that’s a classroom 
about six times the size of New Zealand!

If you are lucky enough, you might just drop 
in at school time and see an interactive 
lesson in action. 

A visit to the attraction triangle, gives you 
the opportunity to visit three iconic venues 
in Alice Springs. The Royal Flying Doctor 
Service, find out how this dynamic mobile 
medical network transformed the lives 
and wellbeing of thousands of people in 
the outback.

At the National Pioneer Women’s Hall of 
Fame, you’ll get a great understanding and 
appreciation of the incredible contribution 
made by some amazing women in the 
settlement of regional Australia.

For a change of pace, entry to the 
Alice Springs Reptile Centre offers an 
informative display and discussion about 
the wide and varied scaly inhabitants of 
the region. Among more than 100 species, 
you’ll see famous locals like frill neck lizards, 
thorny devils, perentie goannas and geckos 
but the real star of the show is Terry the 
Saltwater Crocodile who you’ll meet.

You have two hours to visit the attraction 
triangle. Visit all three, or just one, it’s up 
to you.

By day’s end, after a chance to snap a 
stunning photo from ANZAC Hill, you’ll 
return to the comfort of your cabin on The 
Ghan Expedition to freshen up for dinner 
at the Alice Springs Telegraph Station. This 
authentic Aussie outback BBQ takes place 
under a breathtaking sea of stars.

ALICE EXPLORER AND OUTBACK 
BBQ DINNER
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY)

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Low – coach tour with short walks 
required.

APPROXIMATELY 6 HOURS LOW

HAT & SUNSCREEN + SHOPPING OPPORTUNITIES 
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SIMPSONS GAP DISCOVERY WALK AND OUTBACK BBQ DINNER
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY)

To step into the footsteps of Aboriginal 
Dreaming, experiencing the imposing power 
of Simpsons Gap, is a moving experience.

The Arrernte people called this unique 
natural thoroughfare Rungutjirpa and they 
considered it the mythological home of a 
group of giant goanna ancestors. There are 
several Dreaming trails and stories that 
cross at this important spiritual site.

Considered the most scenic of the 
pathways through the West MacDonnell 
Ranges and home to one of the most 
significant permanent waterholes, 
Simpsons Gap is located just 18 kilometres 
by sealed road from Alice Springs.

The area surrounding the Gap has plenty of 
wildlife-spotting opportunities, is home to 
40 species of rare fauna, and is dominated 
by the regal ghost gums that are a feature  
of the local area. 

Keen photographers will have a wonderful 
time capturing the many changing moods 
of the rock faces as the sun drifts across 
the towering cliffs of Simpsons Range.

The terrain around and through Simpsons 
Gap is natural and undulating, and requires 
guests who choose this excursion to have a 
reasonable degree of fitness. Guests need 
to ensure they wear enclosed shoes, long 
pants, carry a water bottle and wear a hat 
and sunscreen. If you have any questions 
about the degree of difficulty of this walk, 
please speak to your Hospitality Attendant.

You’ll return to the comfort of your cabin on 
The Ghan Expedition to freshen up for dinner 
at the Alice Springs Telegraph Station.

LIM
ITED

AVA I L A B I L

I T
Y

Recommended Fitness Level:  
High – walking tour, approx. 4 
kilometres of walking required.

HIGH

HAT & SUNSCREEN + SHOPPING OPPORTUNITIES 

LONG PANTS & ENCLOSED SHOESAPPROXIMATELY 6 HOURS
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If you have the legs for it, what better way 
to connect with the local environment than 
cycling through it?

The Alice To Off Road mountain bike 
adventure begins in the CBD where your 
guide will escort you onward to the Old 
Telegraph Station and then onto a trail that 
tracks the famously dry Todd River.

Soon the flocks of pink crested birds diving 
and swirling overhead signal you’re on the 
Ilentye trail - an indigenous Arrernte word, 
meaning ‘galah’.

Your local expert guide will lead you along 
stretches of the signature ochre-coloured 
earth to some stunning photographic spots 
only the locals know about.

The cycle tour continues on a section of the 
Ilentye trail that’s home to many species of 
wildlife, and you can expect to see black-

footed rock wallabies hopping about the 
rocks as you pedal past majestic ghost 
gums lining the route.

This immersive nature experience 
culminates with lunch at one of the great 
cafes in Todd Mall where you’ll trade stories 
of your invigorating day out. 

After lunch, it’s time to return to the 
comfort of your cabin on The Ghan 
Expedition to freshen up for dinner at 
the Alice Springs Telegraph Station. This 
authentic Aussie outback BBQ takes place 
under a breathtaking sea of stars.

ALICE TO OFF ROAD AND OUTBACK BBQ DINNER
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY)

LIM
ITED

AVA I L A B I L

I T
Y

Recommended Fitness Level:  
High – mountain bike ride approx. 12 
kilometres across sandy bike paths. 
Enclosed footwear and comfortable 
clothing recommended. 

HIGH

HAT & SUNSCREEN + SHOPPING OPPORTUNITIES 

ENCLOSED SHOESAPPROXIMATELY 6 HOURS
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LIM
ITED

AVA I L A B I L

I T
Y

There are very few days you wake up to say 
‘this will be a once in a lifetime experience’. 
But today is one.
The awe-inspiring Uluru is a global icon of 
Australia and to see it from the air and the 
ground, in one day, is a memory that will stay 
with you forever.
Gearing up for this momentous excursion, 
you’ll be transferred to Alice Springs Airport 
for an initial briefing and, before long, you’ll 
take to the skies tracking toward Uluru flying 
over Kata Tjuta National Park. 
The jaw-dropping scenery is a photographer’s 
dream!
When you arrive at Ayers Rock Airport, you 
will be met by your tour guide who will escort 
you to the amazing Uluru, which stands 
348 metres with a base circumference of a 
staggering 9.4 kilometres. 
Your expert guide will escort you to Mutitjulu 
Waterhole where you’ll enjoy lunch before 
travelling around the base of Uluru by vehicle. 

Throughout your Uluru experience, your 
guide will share fascinating stories about the 
local mythology and geological facts about 
the rock, as well as take you to the best 
vantage points to photograph it.
Return to Alice Springs Airport and transfer 
to the Alice Springs Telegraph Station for 
an authentic Aussie outback BBQ that takes 
place under a breathtaking sea of stars.
Please note weight restrictions do apply for 
the fixed wing flight and vary depending on 
total weight of all passengers in the aircraft. 
As this excursion is an optional upgrade, a 
cost of $1249.00 per person will be payable 
direct to your Restaurant Manager unless 
booked prior. If you choose this excursion, you 
will not be able to participate in the included 
Off Train Excursions.

ULURU FIXED WING SCENIC FLIGHT AND OUTBACK BBQ DINNER
(OPTIONAL UPGRADE - $1249.00 PER PERSON)

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Moderate – must be able to climb aboard 
the aircraft and guided walks required.

U

APPROXIMATELY 6.5 HOURS MODERATE HAT & SUNSCREEN
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COOBER PEDY
If you’d never heard of it before, you 
wouldn’t believe it. A community in 
Australia that has 70 per cent of residents 
living underground sounds like something 
from an offbeat movie. But when summer 
temperatures regularly soar past 45 
degrees and the barren landscape looks 
more like the moon than any archetypal 
Australian vista, it starts to sound 
perfectly reasonable.

It had to be a compelling reason that initially 
attracted people to Coober Pedy, and still 
does, and the prospects of great riches is 
that lure.

Almost 700 kilometres south of Alice 
Springs and 850 kilometres north of 
Adelaide lies this opal mining epicentre of 
intrigue.

The town, which takes its name from an 
English translation of the Dieri word ‘kupa 
piti’ (white man’s hole in the ground), is 
the largest producer of opal in the world, 
generating an estimated 70 per cent of the 
global supply of this precious gemstone.   

Today with a population of approximately 
3500, Coober Pedy has one of the most 
multicultural communities in Australia with 
around 50 nationalities represented. 

As a guest travelling on The Ghan 
Expedition, you will enjoy an excursion that 
explores this unique, quirky and fascinating 
region, showcasing the hardships and 
the rewards of opal mining in the remote 
outback. 

DARWIN

PERTH ADELAIDE

BRISBANE

HOBART

CANBERRA

SYDNEY

MELBOURNE

COOBER PEDY
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They say you can arrive with just the 
shirt on your back and walk away 
from Coober Pedy a millionaire. 

Today you’ll experience what that 
tantalising prospect – and the toll it 
takes – feels like with a fascinating 
itinerary of discoveries.

Your tour includes visiting a 
subterranean place of worship. 
The Serbian Orthodox Church was 
chiselled from the earth and its lofty 
‘ballroom’ style design and stained 
glass windows make it one of Coober 
Pedy’s premier attractions. 

At the Umoona Opal Mine and 
Museum, you’ll get a wonderful 
historical context of the town’s 
emergence, see an example of a 
‘dugout’, as the locals call their 
homes, and learn about the ancient 
indigenous connection to the region.

Then it’s a visit to the only golf course 
in the world with reciprocal playing 
rights with St Andrews in Scotland … 
only this one has no grass!

You’ll even have the chance to grab a 
pick and a hard hat to see if you have 
the magic touch for finding opals at  
the working Quest Opal Mine.

After lunch, your tour takes in a 
portion of the legendary Dog Fence, 
the longest continual construction in 
the world stretching more than 5000 
kilometres from the Gold Coast 
to north of Ceduna in the Great 
Australian Bight.

Finally, you’ll be captivated by the 
stirring view of the Breakaways –  
a vast plain of flat-topped mesas 
that once presided over an inland sea.

EXPLORE COOBER PEDY
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY)

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Moderate to high – stairs, steep 
inclines, short walks and navigating  
underground tunnels required.

APPROXIMATELY 7 HOURS MODERATE - HIGH

HAT & SUNSCREEN + SHOPPING OPPORTUNITIES 
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On this half day tour guests 
discover the beauty and history 
of Australia’s national gemstone 
at the Umoona Opal Mine and 
Museum, one of Coober Pedy’s 
favourite attractions.

This immersive experience reveals 
all there is to know about these 
alluring gemstones and you’ll also 
get to see the very best examples of 
them on display.

Umoona also features historic 
artefacts, underground caverns, 
hand dug shafts and tunnels, 
as well as one of the original 
underground homes.

At the Opal Quest Mine, you’ll have 
the chance to fossick for your 
own opal and enjoy a relaxed lunch 
underground. 

Watch the earthy colours of 
the ancient mesas and valleys 
transform as the sun moves across 
this surreal panorama. Your second 
lookout is the Big Winch, which 
offers another perfect vantage 
point to truly appreciate this 
powerful place.

OPAL EXPERIENCE
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY)

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Moderate – stairs, steep inclines, 
short walks and navigating 
underground tunnels required..

APPROXIMATELY 5 HOURS MODERATE 

HAT & SUNSCREEN + SHOPPING OPPORTUNITIES 
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It is one of Australia’s most unique and 
unforgettable landscapes.

Thirty kilometres from Coober Pedy, 
these rocky plains punctuated by ancient 
flat-topped mesas provide a captivating 
panorama of outback Australia. 

Millions of years ago, an inland sea filled 
these valleys and the mesas remain as silent 
sentinels. 

The Antakirinja Matuntjara Yankunytjatjara 
people called the area Umoona, which means 
‘long life’ - more to do with the unique fauna 
of the region than the imposing topography.
The term Breakaways acknowledges the 
fact it appears the mesas have ‘broken 
away’ from the higher ground of the reserve.

Once you see the views from the lookouts 
your guide will show you and hear the stories 
associated with the area, you’ll no doubt 
have your own superlatives to apply to the 
Breakaways.

At the Umoona Opal Mine and Museum, 
enjoy a guided interactive tour that reveals 
all there is to know about these remarkable 
gemstones and you’ll also get to see the very 
best examples of them on display.

Umoona also features historic artefacts, 
underground caverns, hand dug shafts 
and tunnels, as well as one of the original 
underground homes.

Then try your luck to unearth a precious opal 
of your own at the Opal Quest Mine where 
you’ll also enjoy a relaxed lunch underground. 

DISCOVER THE MAJESTIC BREAKAWAYS 
(INCLUDED IN YOUR JOURNEY)

Recommended Fitness Level:  
Moderate – approx. 500m of walking 
and standing for long periods at the 
Breakaways. The remainder of the 
excursion involves stairs, steep inclines  
and navigating underground tunnels. 

APPROXIMATELY 7 HOURS MODERATE HAT & SUNSCREEN + SHOPPING OPPORTUNITIES 
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Valid for travel on The Ghan Expedition from 01 March 2019 
to 31 October 2019.

Minimum numbers may apply to some Off Train Excursions. 
The content of Off Train Excursions is subject to change 
without notice. All arrangements are subject to cancellation  
or modification due to inclement weather, late running of train 
or other unforeseen circumstances.

Refunds will not be given for cancelled or modified excursions. 

Fares are quoted in Australian dollars and include GST.  
All fares are subject to change without notice. 

Great Southern Rail does not own, operate or control Off Train 
Excursions. To the extent permitted by law, Great Southern 
Rail is not responsible for any injury, death, loss, accident, delay 
or irregularity whatsoever or expenses incurred resulting from 
a third party supplier’s acts or omissions.

The travel services provided by these suppliers are subject 
to the conditions imposed by the suppliers and their liability 
may be limited by their tariffs, conditions of carriage, and 
agreements.

OFF TRAIN EXCURSION TERMS AND CONDITIONS
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CONTACTS 
Phone 13 21 47 (+61 8 8213 4444) 
www.greatsouthernrail.com.au 

facebook.com/GreatSouthernRail

@GreatSthnRail

@GreatSthnRail

Valid from March 2019 to October 2019


